
' ALUMNI ARE READY
TO FIGHT FOR FRATS

Some Organizations PrepareCases Against PossibleLegislature Bill.

ARE STRONG IN PRAISE

Men Tn Business Name Good
Points in Their School

Societies.

SAY COSTS ARE SMALL

Old Members Declare Clubs
Thrive cm Suppression, WelcomeFaculty Cooperation.

This Is the fourth In a series of
articles to appear In THE NEW
YORK HERALD on this subject.

If the proposed bill prohibiting high
School fraternities Is seriously consideredby the New York Legislature, as
similar bills have been in other States,
the hearings will be enlivened by
strong opposition. Some of the Greek
letter brotherhoods are already preparingtheir case. Others appear ln'different.
Graduates of city high schools who

retain interest in fraternities to which
they belonged when they were boys
or girls insist that these organizations
have positive merit. In addition they
contend that the proposed law would
l?ot eliminate them, but would merely
d^ve them under cover and wquld
tend to make sneaks out of the boys
and girls, who would join them all the
faster if the sign "Forbidden" was
raised. They say that the Board of
Education, Instead of trying to stifle
the secret societies, should give them
official sanction and allow them to
continue under faculty supervision.

One of the fraternity enthusiasts is
Bert W. Hendricks, a Brooklyn lawyer,
graduate of Manual Training High
School and Cornell University. As
counsel for his high school society.
Omega Gamma Delta, he made speeches
In New Jersey last yfear, vainly trying
to persuade the Legislature to kill an

anti-fraternity bill. He says that althoughNew York could not suppress
fraternities if it tried, because the
gregarious instinct is irrepressible, he
will go to Albany and fight the bill even
If Omega Gamma Delta has to light
alone.

Defends Secret Societies.

Klght years ago when the Board of
Education adopted Its anti-secret society
by-law, -Omega Gamma Delta resolved
itself Into what is called "open clubs."
But according to Mr. Hendricks the
Education Board did not enforce its own
rulee, and Omega Gamma Delta, after
two years of "openness," and after seeingother Greek letter bands going along
I.-. V, .rl rl . ./-» Rut t Vl a

way Mr. Hendricks warmly defended In
a talk with a reporter fot THE New
York Herald.
"The boys." he said, "meet in their

own homes. Formerly the Mount Vernonchapter rented outside rooms, but
they gave these up at the request of the
alumni. The members of a chapter
meet every two weeks, usually on a.

Friday evening. in the house of the
parents of a piember. and as they go
from house to house the parents see
whom their sons are associating with
Fvery chapter is under the observation
of a delegate at large assigned by the

gp

eJa
24

'

EXCEI

Reprodu<
of the m<

made of
daytime
were mac

this occaj

X \

Featuring
.for da1
season's 1

stock at 1

These
..-..

%

V

v

national council of the fraternity. Each
delegate is responsible to the national
council for the scholarship and good
conduct of the chapter in his charge.
These alumni attend the chapter meetings.Each chapter has a dance once a

year. The Brooklyn dances are usually
held at the 8tr George Hotel. The grand
council has two dunces a year *t the
Hotel Pennsylvania. Tickets for the
New York dances usually cost $5 and
for the Brooklyn dances $2..10. Each
boy in a chapter pays an initiation fee
of $5 a year, which Is split between the
chapter and the national council, and
dues of 25 cents a month. The pin
which he buys, but is not allowed to
wear at school, costs less than $10. Our
East Orange chapter has raised $000
toward a $1,500 scholarship to send
some needy boy to college from the East
Orange High School, and the Paterson
chapter $1-00 for a similar purpose.
"It is charged that fraternity boys

are the 1 iwest in scholarship. In
Manual Tran... lPgh School, Brook-
lyn, a fraternity L. has always been
the leader of the scholarship society.
Arista. The student boiTJ- at Manual
.Training, known as the general or#an-

^ . von n tnr

officers chosen by the pupils and
faculty. In all but two of the twenty-
six elections that have been held a

fraternity boy or-*erorlty girl has been
elected president. And, mind you,
candidates have to be approved by the
faculty as to scholarship as welt as

*

character 'before they can even be
nominated. Then there is the Hineh
scholarship trophy awarded to the mem-
ber of the football si|uad, who, during
the fall term averages highest In all
subjects. A fraternity boy has won it
every year, J

Don't Control Elections.

"It Is also charged th&t the Oreek
letter societies control student body
elections. In Manual Training High.
I am speaking of the school I know
most about.there are about 6,000 puplls.Notmore than seventy-five of them
belong to fraternities. There is no

question that the members of a fraternityhang together and vote as a

unit, but it is ridiculous to say that
seventy-five boys can dominate 6,000.
"Another charge Is that fraternities

have no use for a fellow unless ho has
money. In all my experience in the
local chapter and the national council
I have never heard money or the lack
of it discussed. It Is one of the cardinalprinciples of our society that money
must not count. For five or six years
the poorest boy In our Brooklyn chapter
was its president.
"The accusation oftenest heard is

that these societies are undemocratic.
They are not. They are merely a manifestationof human nature. Wherever
you go, I don't care what school It is,
or whether It's In school at all, hoys
of similar tastes and training will flock
together as a sort of clan, and so will
girls, and so will men and women, for
that matter. They will continue to do
that no matter how many laws are

passed.
"Our fraternity would welcome faculty

supervision, and I believe that many of
the teachers would like to Join with us
as faculty members If the rules of the
Board of Education did not forbid It.
We are willing to get together with the
Board of Education and determine reasonablefees for the boys to pay If the
present fees are thought to bo too high.
We would cheerfully accept any reasonableregulation. In fact, H would be a
good thing, for any fraternity man will
admit that although the Ideals of his
society are right they are not always |(
realized, and they would come nearer to r

being realized if the fraternities and the
schools could cooperate Instead of the
latter carrying on the pretense of ob-
llterating the former.
"The secrecy of fraternities Is a myth.

The boys may have a queer way of
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crabbing one another's hands when they
meet. and they may have a grip and a

password, and the chairs may be arrangedin a peculiar fashion when the
soys gather for a session at some fellow'shome, but that's as far as it goes.
The 'secret proceedings' the critics of
Fraternities talk so much about consists
of a painful wait for food and a healthy
dash for It when the host's mother announcesthat the spread is ready.
"High school fraternities were nearly

dead in 1910. Then school boards and
Legislatures tried to suppress them. The
result is that they are flourishing to-day.
Let a prohibitory law be passed in this
State and they'll flourish more man
ever. Nevertheless the principle of attemptedsuppression is wrong and, as

1 said, we are going to fight."
Another man who protests against the

proposed law is Murray T. Quigg. lawyerof 42 Broadway. When he-attended
De Witt Clinton High School he was at

the head of the Gamma Eta Kappa
chapter there. A Harvard degree and
the years between have not erased his
Fondness for it. .
"Among human beings,'' Mr. Quigg

said, "social distinctions are bound to

tie made. Boys bind their friendships
by secret and peculiar ties exactly as

men do. This is a fact not to be avoided
or legislated out of existence. The fraternitycan be controlled and made a

itrong force in the moral development
of the boys and the esprit of the school.
My own society made It a practice to
Invite at least ona member of the facultyto become an active member. At
our meetings we always had from Ave
to twelve alumni present, some of whom
bad been out of school more than ten
years. They guided and helped us, and
ive neipea them to keep up tneir int<rest in the school.

Offer Prliti far Scholarship.
"Fraternities have been persecuted all

over the country, but are still going in
one shape or another. They are the
one school organization that tends to
make pernTanent ties not only between
the boys of a school but between boys
In different pa^ts of the country. 1
recall one convention of our fraternity
to attend which eleven men crossed the
continent. Many of the larger fraternitiespublish magazines. Alumni of
some fraternities offer^prizes for scholarships.
"Are fraternities undemocratic? That

Implies first a definition of democracy.
We have the absurd habit of applying
the word to all kinds of Institutions
to which it has no reasonable application.People are not democratic In
making friends. They, are selected, and
generally the more worth while the man
the more selective he Is. The point Is
that Borne fraternities are accused of
being snobbish. Undoubtedly some are,
but that Is because they are not under
proper leadership. A man or boy should
bo elected to a fraternity because he
displays some positive virtue or ability.
He should understand that If he is superiorto his fellows It Is only In so far
as he actually displays that virtue or
characteristic. Sound leadership should
quickly destroy any taint of snobbishness.if the fraternity attains Its purposeof drawing together worthwhile
elements It can certainly exert a strong
moral influence on the student body. It
is up to the fraternity to see that It la
so organized that it does exert this Influence.Such an Influence should not
be lost bv legislation atttmntlne- tr> run

fraternities Into the ground and forcing
them to exist sub rosa. making It difficultor impossible for high grade men
to exploit the good Influences which the
bringing together of the natural leadenIn'afraternal organisation would pen
mlt."
The case for high school secret so

cietles was also presented to The New
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York Herald reporter by E. C. SchhT- tl
maeher, a lawyer of 1X0 William street, w

who, as grand counsel for the Higma fi
Lambda Nu fraternity, upset the decision si
of Principal Vosburgh of Jamaica High tl
School debarring Jack Eldert from the a
school rifle team because he was a p
member of that fraternity. He laid o
stress on "the right of the Individual to tl
select his own associates," and on what ?.
he termed the futility of attempting to

"

change human nature by statute. Like
other advocates of fraternities, he admittedthat they had not always lived
up to their Ideals. .

"Hut," he said, "they are asking us to
go out of business just because a few
youngmen have made mistakes. Tt:e
offenses charged against fraternities are
really committed by boys who would do
that kind of thing anyway. Before the
Hoard of Education tried to suppress the
societies they met openly in schoolrooms
and the members were all students.
Now they meet outside and about onehalfthe members come from outside the
schools. Fraternities are not very expensive.The highest Initiation fee 1"
have heard of Is $10, and In most cases
it Is considerably less. The dues run as
low as 10 cents a week. Our fraternity
is Incorporated, and the purpose, as
stated in the articles, is "to promote
fraternal feeling and provide meeting
places .for members." Anything vicious
about that? In most of the chapters the
alumni attend the meetings. They teach

.
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ivlser and he had to pull himself up.
hat's the way to do It. Don't compel
aternlties to ex 1st surreptitiously, don't
ukke sneaks out of school boys. There
positive good In fraternities, and It

in be brought out by supervision."
Another article In this series will apcarIII an early Issue.
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